
Part II: Revenge 
of the Sequel
What Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey and The 
Godfather Part II have in common.



What are the worst sequels ever?
Unscientific research shows...

1. Tremors II
2. Teen Wolf II
3. Son of Mast
4. Tron Legacy
5. Grease 2
6. Hangover 2
7. The upcoming Horrible Bosses Sequel



What are the best sequels ever?

1. Godfather II

2. Terminator II

3. Empire Strikes Back 

4. Toy Story II

5. The Dark Knight 

6. Lord of the Rings II: The Two Towers

7. Star Trek II: Wrath of Kahn

8. Aliens 

9. Mad Max II

10.Super Man II

According to very unscientific research, including google and cheap wine….



What’s important about the 
previous lists?
1. All the movies are franchises. 
2. If a film makes money twice, it will probably make money a third time
3. Many of the best sequels are the 2nd in a trilogy… 
4. No James Bond films on the list… sorry Pierce. 



The Challenge

Is Bill and Ted’s Bogus 
Journey as good of a 
sequel as The 
Godfather Part II



What makes a good sequel?

1. Expand the PREMISE
○ Uphold the story world and build on it
○ Act 1 - Sequence 1

2. Heighten the TENSION
○ More conflict
○ Stronger Antagonist
○ Higher Stakes

2. Increase the CATHARSIS
○ protagonist gains or looses more



Expand the 
Premise
expand the “magic” world of the movie, while 
maintaining the verisimilitude and spirit of 
the original



The Godfather 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

Godfather 1
● Story is set in 1945
● Takes place in NYC & Sicily
● Opens in Vito’s office, during a wedding. Amerigo Bonasera 

asks for favor.



1. Opening 0:40
2. Sicily - 3:30



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsaf-BWF6sI


The Godfather II 





The Godfather II 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

Opening
● The boss is dead
● Son has a big chair to fill
● Flashback to old world
● They kill a child!
● Vito is DUMB!
● They kill his mom (thats both parents if you are counting)
● Go on to show Vitos escape
● The viewer knows its going to be two stories told side by side



Heighten The 
Tension
As Charlie would say… more more more, give 
me more (then Charlie would swear at me)



The Godfather 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

The Tension
● Sollozo wants to protection in exchange for drug money
● Family refuses, they try to kill Vito
● Family’s power at stake, Vitos life is at risk. 
● Sonny Dies
● Mob War



The Godfather II 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

The Tension
● Family needs Gaming license to operate business, they are being extorted 

by Senator Turnbull
● Kay wants to Michael to be legitimate business
● Hit on Michaels life, wants to go find out
● Michael goes on trial
● Kay has a miscarriage
● Vito takes on The Black Hand Don Fannucci
● Look at a brother Fredo



1. Fredo 1 = 29:05
2. Fredo 2 = 1:43 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lv00uh1XsHs






The Payoff
Equal if not greater catharsis than original



The Godfather 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

The End
● End of Act 2 Vito secures Michaels return to US as Don
● Michael plots revenge and kills the heads of rival mob families
● Restores the family



1. End Sequence = 2:21
2. Vito = 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AO-VFDYy9Rk


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCdXiOssbM0






The Godfather II 
(Mario Puzo & Francis Ford Coppola)

The End
● Michael escapes the Gaming & Drug charges
● He kills his enemies
● He kills his brother (who betrays him)
● Vito kills Don Ciccio in Sicily!



What makes a good sequel?

1. Expand the PREMISE
○ Vito's Rise
○ Michael filling fathers shoes

2. Heighten the TENSION
○ Family Betrayal

2. Increase the CATHARSIS
○ Vito gets ultimate revenge
○ Son becomes like father



The Numbers
The Godfather
$133,629,921
Opened first in 6 theatres

The Godfather II
$47,542,841
Opened first in 6 theatres



So what about Bill & Ted?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3fx6TugN7g


Excellent Adventure
1. Premise - Bill and Ted travel through time to get good grades
2. Tension - Their futures are at risk and on occasion their lives
3. Payoff - They get good grades and avoid military school (Not a ton of 

catharsis). They do get girlfriends but it wasn’t a goal from the start.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGclDb8CsC0


Bogus Journey
1. Premise - Bill and Ted travel to heaven and hell to defeat villains from the 

future
2. Tension - Can they save the future! Can they get back to life!
3. Payoff -

○ Evil robots defeated by homemade good robots
○ Heros to best villains that are stronger (Chuck De Nomolos)
○ Station invents DIY
○ Death is redeemed as a character
○ KISS writes and epic rock ballad



What went wrong?

1. Excellent Adventure “captured the zeitgeist” of the time. 
2. The marketing of Bogus Journey was bad
3. Bad cinematography / production



The Facts

Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure - 40.5 Million 

Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey -38 Million 

in 2013 7 of the 10 top grossing movies were franchises or sequels

Godfather 3 actually grossed more than Godfather 2!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_film_sequels_by_box-office_improvement

http://www.boxofficemojo.com/franchises/?view=Franchise&sort=sumgross&order=DESC&p=.htm



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5gBhtvmGYU


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQRYVsqVT3M


1. Gaming = 16:50
2. Shooting = 33:33
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